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AT a Meeting of 


Conftitution Society. 


tbe CONSTITUTION SOCIETY 
of the City of Dublin, held purſuant to Adi 


ljoarnment, 
at the King's-Arms, — on Monday the 3oth 
of December, 1784- 


 CAPEL MOLYNEUX, Eſq; inthe Chair. | 


That 


ESOLVED U 22 3 RESOLUTL- 


ONS ond fined ADDRESS be pubſhe for the ſa- 


tisfattion of thoſe who wiſh to the KING and 
CONSTITUTION of IRELAND, through the medians 
of THIS SOCIETY. 


Reſolved Unanimouſly, That the correſpandence and af- 


the learned and i is hereby requeſted, 
3 the gſtabliſbina gw r 


» That the book be depofited with 

— Treaſurer tempore, Neo. 197, 
Abbey-freet, ett wal be received until 
ier. 


Resolved Unanimouſh, That the Committee do meet on 
Wedneſday next, to deliberate on certain letters, and a pe- 
tition received this night ; and to fix on a proper perſon to 


; be employed as Law Agent 3 = 


ſhould ever ſubſiſt between thoſe twa grand eftates, would 


2.70. be TEE Sn 


| lion. 


to ſuch private individuals who 


| 


1 
Reſolved Unanimouſly, That the mode of 


application 
ance w- the 


ond reſolu- 


Rose — That the letters ſigned 


LANA contain much conſtitutional knowledge—t. 


be immediately publiſhed in a Pampblet, "Ind Gert 


gratls. 


To the PEOPLE. 
Friends, Fellow-citizens and Countrymen, 


A number of MEN (obo are determined not to be de- 
terred from acting in the great cauſe of Liberty, W 
the duties of loyal ſubjects and good citizens, by perform- 


ing adts of patriotiſn to their country, and of benevolence 


2 ce of the threats of theſe woe have long ruled 
the Hate of this land har, of iron, and are now 
training every nerve to reiain their uſi power, 
whereby, ſhould they ſucceed, the power of the monarch 
and people of this a and that cordial „ 4 which 


be tatally annivilated, and the A authority ſeized 
upon, and executed by, about One Flundred Men, being 
a part of the nobles and borcugh proprietors of the king- 


dom, to the manuifeſ# deftruftion of our conflitutional form 
of mixed government eſtabliſhed at the Revolution, and 


the erecting of an ariſtecratica! form in lieu t having 
obſerved with vencration, the noble efforts of ſome MEN, 
Friends to mankind, in Great Britain, and the ſalutary 
effefts already produced in this kingdom by an a 
of a few decided friends ts Freedom, and hoping that 
a large number of their fellow-citizens would 4 ain them 
in afſeciating for ſundry conſtitutional purpo J 
CONSTITUTION SOCIETY OF THE C 
DUBLIN, and do hereby addrefs you, intreating 


ormed 4 company or community under oy — 
attention whilſt they ſtate their intentions and a 


OREL- 


may ſuffer in her cauſe, 


2 


nee > MY N. 22 K. 


e @ 


C $2 
1 fo doing, and hoping for your approbation and co-operati- 


en, as far as to you ſhall ſcem proper, reaſonable and con- 
wvenient. 


Ad firſt, they beg leave to preſs upor. your moſt ferm 
' attention, the abſolute neceſſity of forming a i 


| parliament, to whoſe foſtering care our merchants and 
' artizans may with confidence appeal, and from whom 
| they may with certainty expect adequate protection to our 
infant manufaclures and commerce, from the inſidious in- 
terpoſition of any power whatſoever ; and further, that 
the grand primary abject from which extended and pro- 
tected free commerce, and conſequently national pro/pcrity 
muſt ariſe, viz. a Parlia Reform, even its great- 
eſt enemies are reduced to the neceſſity of acknowiedging 
» the want of, provided it could <ith ſafety be dane; yet 
Fell, many zealous frieads to the meaſure are inclined to 
' deem it impradticable, and an objet? rather ta be u 
' ed, than hoped for; but the Society is decidedly of opi- 
„nion, that the ſtrongeſt arguments yet urged againſt the 
ruled praflicability of a Reform wou!d be found falſe, if tried 
e now by the touchſtoue of conſtitutional knowledge, and that 
er, their force is folely derived from a want of ſaid knowledge. 
To diffuſe a knowledge of the conſtitution, a term much 
which uſed, but little under/to2d, muſt, therefore, tend to acce- 
would lerate, and facilitate the acquiſition of what all men deem 
ſeized to be advantageous to the nation, namely, an Iriſh Le- 
' conſtitutional knowledge among the pole of this 
| form nation, in order to open their eyes ta @ view of their pre- 


free Preſs, conflitutional knowledge 
cannot be — Society is bold to aſſert, 
that without an ofen, free communication, by means of 
that great Palladium of Liberty, a free, wm 

| preſs, conſtitutional freedom will never be attained, and 
even if attained, would be found evaneſcent as the ſha- 
dow. To proteft the preſs, therefore, is 10 protect free- 
dom, and to protect᷑ freedom is to pratect all dear to man. 


Frem 


3 


From the Confitution Society the Preſs ſhall receive 
and unlimited protettion——the printers 


ample 
muſt relinquiſh the honour of A g the only men in the 
nation who are expoſed to perſecution for Li | 
T he Conſtitution = are determined 2 ory 
| but let it not be imagined that perſonal abuſe ſhall be en- 
conraged ; no, fo far from peer Zgg, n= handy the 
are determined to proſecute with — any 
er, who ſhall dare to calumniate, or abuſe | 
the individual, the * defaming oe N. Hall be dragged 
dre his country in open Attorney General 
the Conſtitution | fall proſecute 15 delinquents ; far 
ome” pt th but above all, for the defence and protec- 
tian of the innocent, «ho may be perſecuted for the cauſe 
| <p —— Cena 2 


To fum up all, this Saciety is infituted for 


r 
in the great work of effetting 


| 
| 
| 


' 
ö 


Cara anne ax Anand as his people—let 
vermin who are employed in gnawing afunder 
Baly cords which unite the men of Ireland—let the ſa- 
vourers of that ſource of all our calamities, the hydra 
N <EES 

ree men 1 
e TY of the rights of 


is therefare jubſeribed by order, and in the name of 
aan fed. lac! | 


3 PATRICK, S 


carTa2i 


; 
: 
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Letters of an Iriſh Helot, &c. 


FELLOW SLAVES! 


__ of Ireland be the moſt 
LL a few years. It requires ſtill longer time to eſtimate 

; c nr little as yet 
ing! has been ſeen of Ireland as a public; and all that has 

been ſeen may have from a childiſh caprice, 
' which ſometimes deviates into right, as well as from 
+ the durable ſtability of manly principle. The 

ornament, a common to the ſavage 
+ the courtier, the force of ſympathy which kindles 
quickly, and communicates fo rapidly through 
warm and light texture of youthful minds, a boy! 


5 8 3 


F 


f 


fondneſs for the ſemblance of war, the applauſe of 
| gaping multitudes, the benedictions of the aged, and 


$ 


- 
> 
f 


62 
were ſent to our coaſts, marched up the Mons ma 
acer of Dungannon, marched down again, became a bet 
ſtrolling player, went to ** ena@t Brutus in the capi- | * 
« tol,” totally forget ber part, threw off her warlike «©. 
attire, and funk down again a wretched woman. tyr 
Let not this nation yet dare to call itſelf patriotic ; tie 
there is ſcarcely 2 nation on the face of the earth ber 
which at certain periods has not burſt into general cur 
notice, and illumin d the hiſtoric page with a gleam il 
of glory; but this glory quickly paſſed away, and ot 
the brand, which, perhaps, had filled the world with ha 
its flames, till ſunk, like a raper in the focket; even ye; 
Corſica has twinkled in the 3 There £1, 
muſt be a certain time, and that not a ſhort one, in fall 
which the conſtant agency of pubiic ſpirit ſhall have zen 
ny ag an babitual determination * public will ;. .. 
ro blic good, powerful enough even to in- ; 
Srence the manners and morals of T nant, before 1 
that people ſhould be dignified with the ſtile and title fror 
"otic ; good paſſions form good principles, but 


dition is ſuch, he feels himſelf inclined to bleſs his 1 
God that he is ſenſible of that condition. The bon- tion 
dage muſt be felt before the chain can be broken. I had 
call that ſervitude beyond the power of redemption, han 
here a callous body is united to a ſenſeleſs mind, vit 
and where man is transformed into a well-trained you 
biped, that grows fat in the interval of blows. | am fanc 
not aſhamed to the acute ſenſation which I of a 
have of my condition as a flave, becauſe I conſider it king 
in the light of an auſpicious fignal from the hand of and 
Heaven, that I am ftill capable of freedom. I pro- thin 
ſtrate myſelf before that Being, in whoſe eyes every 1 
flave muſt be an idolater, and over whoſe rights every harn 
tyrant muſt be an uſurper, befeeching him to pierce tion: 
the hearts of my dear countrymen with the fame thin 
ſharp ſenſe of their condition that I have of my own— ' cont 
I riſe up, and feel myſelf a man Jn 

Every nation under the ſun muſt be placed in one gotr. 
of two conditions. It muſt be free, or A 2 

= | '*F 


1.— 


one 
I 


If it does not, we are ſlaves. 
| ſelves, countrymen, by your true title. 
| fallacious and empty title, of freemen and fellow-citi- 


+ blinded by the refined deluſion of hiſtory 
ed relationſhip 
ed juries, cruſhed corruption, and laid the founda- 
tion of the Engliſh conſtitution : with Hampden, who 
had a head to contrive, a heart to conceive, and a 
hand to execute; and Sidney, who ſhook the ſcaffold 
with his undaunted tread, was, to be ſure, one of 


ke | 


(9) 


make no ſcruple in affirming that there is zo medium 
between thoſe two ſituations; and if we are deceived 
into the belief that there is ſuch an intermediate 


| ſtare, it is by miſtaking the prudent moderation of 


tyrants, the mildneſs of modern manners, or the gen- 


tile but powerful influence of religion for public li- 
| berty ; or—a ſtill more fatal error—for ſufficient ſe- 
curity in the enjoyment of that liberty 
wills, or which ought to be the ſame thing, the will 
of our repreſentatives, either poſſeſſes an adequate 


Our own 


ſhare in the ſupreme legiſlative power, or it does not. 
We are ſo. Call your- 
It is that 


zens, which cheats you into the belief that ſubſtance 


| is connected with the ſound. Friends and fellow ci- 
tizens, is the addreſs uſed by the Venetian Ariſtocra- 
cy to the ſimple 
from Caprea, x 
nate which regiſtered it, Romans. 


populace ; and when the edit came 
Tiberius did not hefitate to call the ſe- 
Your boyhood and 
your youth were led aſtray by falſe aſſociations, and 
: you claim- 
with the Saxon Alfred, who eſtabliſh- 


your great progenitors! Tis all the fairy tale of in- 


fancy. You are all zative lriſb, under the controul 
of an Engliſh pale, and every rotten borough in the 
kingdom is nothing more or leſs than a feudal caſtle, 
and the collection of theſe petty 
thing more or leſs than deſpoti/m. 
I know no idea which has been productive of more 
ery harm than one which took its riſe from the ſpecu 
Erce tions of ſome fanciful foreigners, that there was ſome- 
ame thing of ſu 
contexture of what is called our political conſtitution. 
National 


ſovereignties is no- 


la- 
per-human excellence in the frame and 


partiality, or more properly national bi- 
idea with enthuſiaſm, and ſu- 
3 perſti- 


10) 


perſtitiouſly adhered to it. The fame ſanctified veil 
of myſtery has been thrown over civil and religious 
matters; and the ſame timidity in queſtioning the 
ſuppoſed perfection of this complex ſort of being, 
called king, lords, and commons, has bound down 
its votaries into a ſort of political bondage unworthy 
of free-men, and men of free-thought. The alliance 


between church and ſtate has preſerved and ſanfified 
the abuſes of both; and the fame dogmatical ſpirit 
which eſtabliſhed for all future generations a certain 


ſyſtem of religious belief, has transferred to our civil 
conſtitution an equal authority over the minds of men ; 
the ſame reluctance to examine the grounds of our 
political faith, and the meaſures of ſubmiſſion to what 
has a century or two for its ſupport. Error is as anci- 
ent as truth, and the world is as yet too young in po- 
litical experience to repoſe upon any plan of govern- 
ment with unbounded confidence.—lf there be a pro- 
greſſion in the arts and attainments of mankind, occa- 
fioned by the diſcoveries of one age being added to the 
acquiſitions of the paſt, and if the ſcience of politics, 
one of the moſt important, be not excluded from 
the ſame advantage, | ſhould imagine that alteration, 
provided it ſprings from public opinion, not from per- 
ſonal caprice, has a greater chance of reforming than 
of deſurming government. When the perfection of 
our con!.icution is brought as a reaſon to conclude 
that it ought to be IMMORTAL, I conſider the perſons 
who make uſe of this argument as covering them- 
ſelves with a fs leaf, in order to hide their indolence, 
their timidity, or their corruption. As it was in the 
beginning, is now and ever ſhall be, is the ſum and 
ſubſtance of their political creed. 

] have called you //aves, and you are fo in every 
acceptation of the term, except in having a capability 
of being trcemen. Whether that capability be im- 
proved into the energy of independence, or whether 
it will only ſerve to accumulate diſgrace upon your 
daſtardly fouls, two little months will determine. 


The freedom ef vour preſent mutilated conſtitution is 


only to be found in the Utopia of a fanciful French- 


man, 


TED. OE ES TT CR 


l 
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( mm ) 
man, or the political reveries of a Genevan philoſo- 
pher. By thoſe wretched multitudes 1 ſwear, who 
wander with their fellow brutes through the fertile 
paſturage of the ſouth, by thoſe miſerable emigrants 
who are now ploughing a bleak and boiſterous ocean 
— the democratic ſpirit of the conſtitution is no more ! 
Hear me for my cauſe !—| ſpeak only ſeeing that 
all is filent.—1 ſpeak, becauſe the warmeſt wiſh that 
ſwells this breaſt is the welfare of my country.— 
I ſpeak with a'feeble voice, but could I add the voice 


of millions to my own, with the deep toned energy 
of thunder, I would cry aloud to the flumbering 
2 of the land—awake, ariſe,.— for if you ſleep you 


ORELLANA. 


SECOND LETTER. 


FELLOW SLAVES!? AA 


From my inmoſt ſoul do I deteſt that ſort of 


- inquiſitive indolence, ſo common at 


preſent in this 
country, which is perpetually aſking the peſtering 
queſtion, what news ? what neus? The queſtion 


comes from a character made up of a boy's curioſity, 


a girl's timidity,” and a dotard's garrulity. If you be 


MEN, to whom I addreſs myſelf, Mare news There 


is a certain querulous diſpoſition of mind, which calls 
for time, place, and circumſtance to give it diſtinc- 


tion: the enterprizing ſpirit makes the occaſion it de- : 


B 2 fires, 


& and looking down with a ſmile of contem 


( nn ) 


fires, and turns every occurrence to its own advan- 


tage. It is particularly in times of popular commo- 
tion, that every man may give what the artiſts call 


relief and elevation to his character, he feels the 
force of his foul, and riſes above the clement he lives 
in. Even I, little known, and where known unno- 
riced, triumph in the ſecret clofet of my heart, over 
thoſe abler writers who are filent in ſuch a ſpirit- 
ſtirring ſeaſon. —** A poor little ſoldier had been the 
« ſtanding jeſt of his military companions. In the 
« day of | battle, a battery ſuddenly opened on the 
corps to which he belonged ; grenadiers and all, 
% in a panic, fell proſtrate on the ground, while the 
« little fellow ſtood ere as his God had made him, 
upon 
„ the fallen heroes, cried, Which of us is ralleſt 


« now*f” 


Conſtitutional rights are thoſe rights reſpecting 


liſe, liberty, and property, without which we cannot 
de free; and an aſſemblage of choſe rights, I call free 
conſtitution. Every art and ſcience has its fundamen- 
tal axioms, which, by their intrinſic evidence become 
worthy of univerſal acceptation; which if not ex- 


reaſoning, and to whom, in all dubious cafes, there 
muſt be made a laft appeal. The ſcience of politics, 


not leſs demonſtrative than others, has its firſt prin- 


ciples and ſelf evident truths, which are axioms in 
their nature, the ſource from whence all reaſoning 
mult ſpring, and diſt inguiſhed by the name of Con- 
ſtitutional Rights. It is u 4 ſolid balis of theſe 
rights that every ſyſtem and plan of free government, 
bowever various in form, muſt be crefted. Thoſe 
that reſt their liberties upon certain imaginary checks in 
the machine of ftate, are more converſant in the con- 
ſtitution of a clock that of a commonwealth; and it 
is a credulous reliance on the ive virtue of 
theſe complex contrivances, which too often lulls the 
interpoſing power of the people into fancied ſecurity. 
This is to fleep under the ſhadow of a pile, where, 

ro R like 2 political mechanic, the center of gra- 


vity 


preſſed, are always underſtood in every deduction of 
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than thoſe of religion. If one axiom be queſtioned, 


("3) 
vity falls without the baſe. The only efficient check 


ſalutary to the nation, is the check which the go- 
verned keep on the governors; and if this check does 
not operate, the form of free government may re- 
main, but the ſoul that animates it is loſt for ever. 
Let not any high ſpirited and nanimous nation 
rely upon the fortuitous colliſion of three diſcordant 
eſtates, whoſe accidental tion of private inte- 
reſts may, perchance, promote the public good, and 
may as probably counteract it. Away with the liber- 
ty that hangs pendulating upon a perchance! An 
equal balance of monarchical, ariſtocrarical, and de- 
mocratical power, on one common gzze/cent centre 
of gravity, is hard to be conceived in theory, and has 
never been realized in experience. If government be 
conſtituted for the good of individuals, the balance 
of power mult dip into their ſcale, and the people 
will then, as they do now, enjoy a virtual conffitution 
which has no virtue in it. Thus the only ſolid piles 
on which the fabric of freedom remains unſhaken are 
conſtitutional rights, enforced by the controuling ener- 
gy. and momentum of that mighty maſs to which 
thoſe rights belong ſpiritus intus alit, totamque 
« acitat molem.” 
From thoſe rights, the laws in every free country 
ought ro flow, as the ſtreams of life from the heart 


of man; plaialy indicating in every branch of their 


progreſs, the ſource from whence they derive virtue 
and energy, and · in their remoteſt deviations always 
capable of being traced back to the fountain of vita- 
lity. As the propofitions of Euclid are deduced from 
the ſelſ- evident axioms prefixed to the work, the laws 
in a free country are ſo many political theorems or 
problems derived from a ground of certainty equally 
uncontrovertible—the rights of human nature. Theſe 
firſt principles of free government are by no means 
numerous, but their value, on this very account, be-, 
comes ineſtimable. On ue commands hang all the 
law and the prophets: and the principles of policy 
are not perhaps more numerous or more complex 


mathematical 


1 


mathematical ſcience drops to the ground: If one 
conſtitutional right be uſurped, our ſecurity in the 
reſt becomes precarious. 

If I be aſked to name one of theſe conſtitutional 
rights, 1 cover my face with my hand, and I men- 
tion the right of being taxed by ourſelves, or by ouR 
repreſentatives in parliament ; without the abſolute 
enjoyment of which prerogative, what is the diſtance 
between an Iriſhman and a Freeman? Not leſs 
than three thouſand miles. Until you obtain the 
practical enjoyment of this primary, neceſſary, ſelf- 
evident, uncontrovertible right, you can have no 
eon/?itution, and your juſt title—compliment yourſelves 
as you pleaſe—is ſlaves. If indeed it can fati:fy your 
puny ambition, you may embrace the theory of a 
conſtitution juſt as Ixion embraced the painted cloud, 
while the gad herſelf eluded the graſp, and mock- 
ed the impotent mortal. A Frenchman may have the 
ſame enjoyment in rn and a Genevan in 
De Lolme. 

call your attention to another quality neceſſarily 
inherent in rights of conſtitution—their icommunica- 
bility.—Theſe fundamental privileges reſpecting life 


and liberty are incommunicable, and government is 


inſtituted to enforce theſe rights in vs, not to exer- 
eiſe them themſelves. Liberty can remain liberty 


figns thoſe primery rights into the hands of others, 
all that re naias is nominal and deluſive. If you 
truſt the ſhicld, you may prefent the bearer with * 
ſpear. Freemen cannot, while freemen, delegate to 
parliament the uſe and poſſeſſion of any one funda- 
mental right or franchile, for if they 2 by what 
right can it be reclaimed —If ore, any one con- 
Aitutianal right 8 infringed upon, the ex- 
ſence of the reſt being in the certain proſpect of de- 
ſtruction, they mult, on the moment, be ALL called 
into action; and they can be brought inſtantly 3 
le 


our aſſiſtance, for being in their nature incapab 


transference of delegation, they ſtay within call. - 


Their relidence is the HOME OF A COURAGEOUS HEART. 
Now 


only while it is its own protector ; - the moment it re- 


Dr 


=« 


Now the infringement of that conſtitutional right 
of repreſentation being ſo manifeſt, the majeſty of the 
people may, on the emergency of the moment, with- 
out deigning to aſk leave from delegated power, 
exerciſe the conſtitutional right of aſſembling roge- 
ther, and agitating the moſt effectual and ptacticable 
means of redreſs. I may nct be lawyer enough to 
ſpeak in the refined ſubtlety of that dangerous pro- 
feſſion, with reſpect to the ſtrict legality of conventional 
meetings: But if I be aſked whether ſuch meetin 
be not contrary to law, I ſhould anfwer, zzpofſuble, 
for they coincide with the ſpirit, genius, and firlt 
principles of free conſtitution. Muſt I always have a 


little pettifogging lawyer at my elbow to adviſe with 


in ſuch cafes as theſe ? Blefſed be God, whoſe fin 


has engraved them on the human heart, the* princi- 


ples of free government are plain, perſpicuous, pal- 
pable, eaſily underſtood by the illiterate, and fir to 
be infcribed on the horn-book of infancy. Shame 


upon the man who is not as well acquainted with the 


firſt principles on which free government is founded, 
as the attorney-general or any other attorney in this 
kingdom! 
Some conſtitutional rights are expreſſed by the law, 
others which may not be expreſſed are underſtood; for 
being antecedent to the laws, they are ſuppoſed, and 


taken for granted. Such is the right of meeting in 


popular aſiemblies, and ſuch alſo is the right of ad- 
drefling legiſlature for redreſs of grievances. Even 
an allowance that fuch aſſemblies are unprecedented 
does not make them illegal. They may be their own 
precedent and juſtify themſelves. They are not con- 
trary to law, becauſe they may not be according to 
law. The law does not intend ſuch meetings, becauſe 
it is not their nature to take cognizance of any mea- 
ſures which may in the leaſt innovate on the preſent 


eſtabliſhed form of government :—no governments, 


except thole in America, provide for their own re- 
formation, by the inſtitution of a cenforial power, 
which at certain periods ſhall become the ſaviour of 
the conſtitution and the reſtorative of the ſtate. Were 


_ recourſe 


(16 ) 
recourſe to be had only to meaſures, according to | 
the ſtrict and rigorous letter of law, no reform could | 
be attained to all eternity; as little as a watch with | 
its main-ſpring broken, could by its own agency re- 
gain the power of telling time. = 
To what power then, is an injured people to ap- 
peal ?—to the genius, the ſacred and venerable genius 
of the conſtitution. —Methinks I ſee his awful figure, 
habited like a flave, and in majeſtic ruin, fitting like 
the Danite of old, between the two pillars that ſup- 
the building, brooding over his imperiſhable 
_ ſtrength, and ſuffering it for a time to furniſh ſport 
for ariſtocratical arrogance. 
The object, then, of conſtitutional meetings is 
conſtitutional, and the meeting itſelf muſt, therefore, 
be conltitutional.—Let it, at the fame time, be con- 
ſtantly remembered what this object is. It is to re- 
form. It is not, therefore, to ſubvert, much leſs to | 
introduce that anarchy among the people, which muſt 
overturn all government. As little is it the object to | 
create any new form of government, much lefs to in- 
veſt any one eſtate of the legiſlature with an arbi 
power of creating this new form, a er, which if 
abuſed, muſt end in the complete deſtruction of the 
very eſſence and ſubſlance of liberty. The object is 
to reform, and in the means employed for its attainu- 
ment, we muſt avoid anarchy on the one hand, ang 
deſpotiſm on the other. ne | | 
When the ſheriff refuſes to call a county meeting, it 
is univerſally allowed that the freeholders have an in- ; 
herent right of ſummoning themſelves into conven= 
tion. What is true when predicated of a fingle 
county, muſt ſurely be true of two, of four, of a 
whole province, of four provinces—the kingdom. 
All the difference is, that the poſſe regni, a high and 
mighty word, ſtands in place of the poſſe comitatus* 
And it exerciſes a right ſimilar to that of a fingle | _ 


county, with regard to its repreſentatives, in inftruct- i 
ing the grand repreſentative of the nation. 75 

As long, therefore, as the H. C. by their rejection 
of the principle of reſorm, diſables itſelf ſrom all free 8 


and 
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and fair diſcuſſion of the ſubject, it becomes the bu- 
fineſs of the people who firſt formed that houſe to 
deliberate on the means of reforming it: and if in 
the natural and neceſſary progreſſion of this 
good work, county meetings ſhould ſwell, into 
vincial, and theſe again coaleſce into one 
tional afſembly, this aſſembly ought to be con 


ORELLANA 


THIRD LETTER. 


FELLOW SLAVES! 


ERSEVERE, ſays the venerable CnaxLIMonr, 
while the grand climacteric, like a ſharp-pointed 
ſword, hangs dangling over his head ; perſevere, my 
dear countrymen, and by patience, prudence, and 
the poſſible intervention of fortunate ay = age 
we ſhall attain, in proceſs of time, to the ſummit 

our defires. In what time, my good Lord, in what 
time ?—for our yoke is heavy, and in a little time we 
ſhall not, as it appears, be allowed even to groan be- 
1 the burden. Why, (replies the hoary Chieftain) 
perhaps in half a century :—Alas ! are we to meaſure 


C by 


( 8 ) 
by centuries the gri which centuries have ac- 
cumulated upon us? Is there no davntlefs virtue that 
can ſnarch the gift of freedom from lingering time 
by glorious anticipation? And have we no other al 
ternative than to pray for an antediluvian exiſtence, 
or, to die with the poor viſionary conſolation, that 
liberty may be the lot of our great, great grand chil- 
dren? For my own part, | muſt honeſtly confeſs, 
that I like more ſubſtantial gratification than the 
of leaning from a cloud, enjoying the proſpect of 
happy futurity, Poſterity is little to us; we are eve- 
ry thing to poſterity; and every individual 
you, in times, ſuch as theſe, may be conſidered as an 
Adam, whoſe want of reſolution, indolence, or - 
ruption, may not only perpetuate his own ſervitude 
but entail it on a generation yet unborn, whoſe firſt 

cry will be for that liberty which is their rightful in- 
Reſolutions! Refolutions! ſhall we never have 
done with reſolutions. Reſolutions that ſtalk like a 
giant before, while the dwarf performance comes 
lagging behind him. The walls of the Rotunda may 
be papered with reſolutions ; and I ſhould like to fee 
the character of Harlequin at a maſquerade paſted 
over with party-coloured reſolutions, and one of the 
moſt pointed ſerving as a fheath—to his dagger of 
lath. What are theſe reſolutions? Why they are 
BONDS by which you have engaged your honour, 
your veracity, your credit as a people; and if theſe 
gements be forfeited, your honour, veracity, and 
credit mult be forfeited alſo. Let all the nations of 
the earth know that the people of Ireland have, of 
their own accord, committed themſelves on the queſ- 
tion of reform. Who forced you to enter upon the 
ſubjet ? Point me out the man. FLood himſelf fol- 
lowed the people. You did not aſſemble like white- 
boys in the night; you did not whiſper theſe things 
in a corner: you were rather numerous to engage in 
a plot: your reſolutions iſſued from the preſs with 
the ſanction of ſignature and the ſtamp of publicity: 


they were borne on the wings of the wind to ſurround- 
ing 


6 
ing nations: they were tranſlated in foreign prints ; 
and the puſillanimity of the French language funk 
beneath the republican hardihood of your kg 
The words which have eſcaped your lips are irrevo- 
cable. They will be handed down in the faithful re- 
cords of hiſtory, and your fame or your a will 
be notorious and immortal. Fg 
When this country bore with greater patience 
at preſent the preſſure of public misfortune, her 
wretchedneſs was productive of that kind of virtue 
which beſt ſuited her fituation; and her ment 
for the moſt part diſplayed the ceconomy of indi- 
gence. The expences of the nation were regulated 
by its revenue, and a ſmall furplus, which generally 
remained in the public purſe, manifeſted even in its 
miſapplication ſomewhat of the vigour of competence; 
particularly when contraſted with the diſtreſt opu- 
of a fiiter kingdom finking under the weight 
of an enormous debt, though poſſeſſed of the com- 
merce of the world. This œconomical equalization 
of revenue and expenditure preſerved in a great de- 
gree the truſtees of the people from the means of cor- 
ruption, which a redundance of national treafure 
muſt have eaſily ſupplied. The grievances of the 
country 222 to the calamities of war, became at 
wear gd inſupportable: the ſlender ſuſtenance of a 
fingle — grew precarious, and the ſources 
of exiſtence were ad up: A reſolution neceſſarily 
took place, and Ireland obtained what has been called 
Free Trade and Independent Conſtĩitution; two of 
the greateſt CURSES, I am free to fay, that ever 
can befall a country, unleſs they be crowned, and that 
ſpeedily too, with Parliamentary Reform. 
For what, in the firſt place, muſt be the inevitable 
conſequence of free-trade, even ſuppoſing that this 


than 


dieluſive term, which merely expreſſes the inchnation, 


would alfo denote an ability of making ſuch trade 
productive? Mark the conſequence. Is there one 
among you ſimple enough to believe, that the large 
increale of public revenue conſequent upon the in- 


creaſe of national wealth, would be — 2 
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( 20 ) 
ed in the ſervice of the State, and that all undue in- 
fluence would diminiſh when the al inſtru- 
ment of this influence was more abundantly ſupplied? 
No,——affurecly no. Does not your lateſt expe- 
rience teach you to anſwer no? Does not hiſtory 
teach you, that the enjoyment of plenty has always 
been converted into the moſt ſucceſsful means of 
aboliſhing the remembrance of freedom? Does not 
the awful and ĩnſtructive example of a filter kingdom 
demonſtrate, that the fame commerce which at one 


8 can produce a ſtrength in 1 Ii not to 
borne down by the higheſt ſwell of arbitrary 
power, may in no long time after, create a fund for 
eſtabliſhing an inſidious ſyſtem of court- influence, 
fatal to the deareſt intereſts of the community? Let 
the man who * the leaſt confidence in the future 
incorruptibilit haments, conſtituted as at pre- 
ſent, conſider "lt ory, the temper and mo 
of the times, the contagious example of a ſiſter na- 
tion with whom we are neceſſarily connected, the va- 
rious modes of corruption, the dexterity of its pro- 
ſeſſional agents, the ſingularity of perſevering patrio- 
tiſm ; let this man add to all theſe the rapid accumu- 
lation of unappropriated revenue, and then lift up his 
| head to deny that a free trade muſt drive us more 
rapidly into confummate ſlavery, unleſs the people 
obtain and exerciſe a greater power, over thoſe whom 
 —begging judge R 's pardon, I muſt call the 
repreſentatives of the people de jure, if they be not 
de facto. If a free trade de not improved, we con- 
tinue as we were, inſulted indeed, with a nominal 
independence of conſtitution; and if it be improved, 
we are only gilding the chains with which others 
Hall bind us. ©: 
For what, in the ſecond place, is this boaſted legi- 
flative independence ?—what but a transference of 
arbitrary power from deſpotiſm abroad to ariſtocracy 
at home; from an oſtenſible power, which did not 
ſcruple to profeſs what it dared to practiſe, to a hid- 
den power which ſteals away the rights of the nation 
like a cut-purſe, and when challenged, ſhrinks again 
: into 
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d, 
rs 


ductive of the public good. The 


talked high and haughtily at the caſtle, the executive 


( ur ) 
into the maſs of the common multitude; from a 


power which muſt have dwindled away in the pro- 
greſs of national improvement, to a power which 
grows with our growth and ſtrengthens with our 
ſtrength, in health enlarging like a wen, in ſickneſs 
exhauſting like a drain; a not moderated by 
diſtance, but which lives among you, rankles in the 
heart of the landlord, lies in wait at your doors, lifts 
the latch and turns out the wretched inmate, or 
forces him to fell his birth-right for a meſs of pot- 
Eh © eng, pes every ny fn- 
or vengeance, and poiſons every 

timent of the foul in the firſt gleam of exiſtence. 

Better, better, I ſay a land times had it been 


for this land, had it ſtill remained under the ſupre- 


macy of Britain, if you be reſolved to reſt in your 
preſent condition. The ariſtocracy of Ireland, and 
the deſpotiſm of Britain, counteract each other, and 
the oppoſition of their private intereſts was often 
he people ſtood in the 
ſituation of arbiter in the diſpute, preſerved a 
balance of power, and by being alway 
oſtenſible motive of contention, im 
chief gainers in the conteſt. When the oligarchy 


power became patriotic, in order to ſhew, that, by 
courting popularity the machine of ſtate might move 
on without their aſſiſtance; and when government 
ſtood out in the bargain, the grand penſionaries rang- 


ed themſelves on the fide of the people; the merce- 


naries of ſtate threw up their commithons, and went a 
volunteering in the fervice of the common-weal. 
The penſioned flave, that uſed to cowr behind the 
benches, came forward and rolled his eyes and beat 
his breaſt ; and the pack aſs of ſucceſſive adminiſtra- 


tions has ſometimes rejected his provender, and mi- 


raculouſly brayed out an eulogium upon liberty. 
Thus popular acts were often paſſed from the mere 
ſpirit of party, and perhaps this country had nor 
brow- beat England fo ſucceſsfully, had not the ariſto- 
cracy of the land ſupported the voices of the i 


ion 


e imil- 


(= ) 
purpoſe? not to promote the 


hon—and for what 
power of the people, but to ſtrengthen their own :— 


our government was indeed a ſtrange incongruous 
maſs of Iriſh ariſtocracy and Engliſh uſurpations odd- 
Iy huddled together, but ſtill ſafer for the people, 
than when one of thoſe hoſtile powers fits ſole ſove- 
reign, holding the ſceptre of ſupremacy in its hand, 
| treading the rights of the people beneath its 
The fat in ſhort is, the people of Ireland may 
trade in order to raiſe money ſufficient for an ariſto- 
cracy to purchaſe that corruption which ſecures their 
own authority ; and you muſt labour with the ſweat 
of your brows, like the Egyptians of old, to raiſe a 
pyramid in which the majetty of your kiag, and the 
Iplencour of his crown, muit be buried for ever. If 
you be refolved to do nothing more in the queſtion 
ot reform, meet 1 beſeech you, for one purpoſe, 
Meet in order tc appoint an embaily who may 
ſtrate themſelves before the infulred majeſty of the 
Britiſh parliament, and petition to be once more ſhel- 
tered by their abdicated omnipoteace Let the prayer 
of your petition be like the groans of the Britons to 
the Conſul Aectius :—*© We were driven, you may ſay, 
from foreign uſurpation to domeſtic tyranny. We 
are now driven back again, and in our choice of evil, 
we with to be ſwallowed in the depths of deſpotiſm 
- rather than ſuffer the flow poiſon adminiſtered by our 
own countrymen. Forgive our apoſtacy—we abjure 
every doubt ent: f:ained of their infalibility, and all 
we afk is to die in the eutbangſia of abſolute mo- 

narchy.” 3 
My country ! My country! My heart finks within 
me—my eyes grow womaniſh, when I think of thy 
lituation. 
Long and ſorely oppreſſed by the left-handed po- 
ey of a filter kingdom, labouring under every cor- 
ruption in thy domeſtic government, deprived of all 
internal police, plundered by rapacious landholders, 
deſerted by thy wealthieſt citizens, overlooked by a 
8 8 / Britiſn 


1 


Britiſh ſenate, ridiculed by thy own, defpiſed by thy 
K——, and abandoned in deſpair by thy "children! 
Yer ſtill amidſt theſe evils, I feel a melancholy 
pleaſure in pronouncing, that your moit ſerious confi 
deration will lead you to deduce the grievances of 
this country from perhaps a fingle cauſe. A trade 
confined by general regulation, or local ſuſpenſion, 
injured the intereſt ; a legiſlature, unwilling to aſſert 
its own excluſive juriſdiction, wounded the honour of 
the nation. A cuſtom— for the evil reſted rather on 
uſage than law—of introducing or recognizing as 
members of government, bodies of men unknown to 
the conſtitution, or official izans of prerogative, 
was a ance. A ſtanding army ſupported 
by the pebple, yet independent of the „ was 2 
ure pregnant with ruin. Theſe excreſcences 
off, the root ſtill remains. The Hydra of national 
calamity has many heads but only one heart. While 
that heart remains, you may lop off every head as it 
ſprings, but others will ſtill riſe in its place. This 
| — are evil engenders and nouriſhes the reſt. 
Why entangle your underſtandings with reſearches 
into the muſty ns of antiquity ? why perplex 
| yourſelves with the profeſſional ſubtlety of = Here” 
is the origin of evil; you hear of it br ou fee 
it at your doors :—the are loſt, if they do not 
at preſent ſpeak, and write, ENI 
gy which the ſpiric of the conſtitution warrants. It 
is not the temporiſing expedient of repealing this or 
that law, or removing this or that miniſter, which 
can yield ſubſtantial and enduring redreſs to the ills 
of the nation; and if I be aſked, who are the agents 
powerful enough to effectuate the work of reform, 1 
lay my hand upon my heart, and I anſwer, your/elves. 
God forbid, that Her the conſtitution warrants 
peaceable, yet efficacious means of redreſs, any 
Iriſhman ould countenance the vindication of our 
rights by the doubtful and dreadful deciſion of the 
ſword : but it is the duty of an Iriſhman to remark, 
that if any people from irrefolution, want of integrity, 
criminal neutrality, or cauſeleſs — ſnould ne- 


glect 
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gle to employ thoſe means which all the laws that 
are left them have placed in their power, that people 
is not entitled to lament the loſs of liberty, which it 
at 


ORELLANA. 


FOURTH LETTER. 


FELLOW SLAVES! 


NSWER me one 2 Moon de deal 
in the PURSUIT of A would you not be equal- 
1 ſo in the ENJOYMENT of it? Are you ABLE 
to be free? Be aſſured, that if it be laborious to at- 
tain liberty, it is Jaborious to maintain it. The ſpi- 
rit of a nation able to be free, muſt be a haughty and 
magnanimous ſpirit, ſtrenuous, vigilant, vindictive, 
always impatient, often impetuous, ſometimes inex- 
orable. There is a ſpirit in man. There is a ſpirit 
in nations ; and the inſpiration of the Almighty gives 
ſome nations onderftanding to know the value of 
freedom, ardour to purſue it through furrounding 
difficulties, and energy to maintain it. The reform, 
if obtained at this inſtant, might only ſerve to accu- 
mulate diſgrace upon your heads, and make you 2 
Jaughing-itock to Europe. 

I fear your preſent indolence and irreſolution: they 
hang about my heart with a melancholy foreboding 
and preſcience that you are too impotent to poſſeſs a 
reform, that you have not, as it were, the woe 
an 


- brag 
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ſ and muſcles to bear it. If, at this time, you do not 

| exert yourſelves in a manner worthy of the ſublime 

object which you have in view, I pray to Almighty 

God, that whatever may be the lat of "vis, YOU 

YOURSELVES may NEVER obtain a reformed conſtitution. 

Did the conceffion of the miniitry at this moment 

preſent the nation with a reform bill in 4 gold box, I 

ſhould accept it as an Iriſhman, with a reluctance 
bordering upon diſguſt : when I reflected that my 

_ countrymen might only divert themſelves for a hittle 

with the bleſſing as children with a toy. I declare 

] ſhould be forry that any minifter brought about the 

redemption of a nation which ought to redeem itſelf ; 

and if it does not redeem ſelf, is not worthy of re- 
demprion. 

Muſt a mighty nation ſtand gaping for the wind 

which blows them the news of one man going into a 

* and another man coming out? Muſt the genius 

the Iriþ conſtitution ſtand, like a blind harper, 
at the door of a man in office, till the porter bids 
him go about his buſineſs? 

Perhaps this young miniſter knows you, my coun- 
trymen, better than you know yourſelves. His expe- 
rience in human nature, and the hiſtory of the world 1 
will lead him to remark, that there is a diſtinction of 

rank among nations as well as among individuals ; 
and that although ſome ſtates riſe by their own ef- 
forts far above the vulgar level of what may be cal- 
led the mob of nations, appearing to the world as if 
the overbearing and impracticable ſpirit of his mighty 
Father had been melted down and diffuſed through 

the land ;—yet, the generality of _ in different 

| ſtares, are ſufficiently happy i if they permitted to 

eat, to drink, to fleep and to 7 Sd "He might 

_ obſerve, that theſe ſeem to have been the only objects 

of national ambition in this iſland for centuries palt, 

and that when the ſtrange lunacy of the moment is 

over, they will continue our only for centuries 

to come. He may aſſure us, that his principles and 

his wiſhes would lead him to gratify the good people 
of Ireland in all their reaſonable deſires, but that he 

D knows 


hat Providence, which often chuſes to throw ob- 
ſtacles in the way of a nation ſituated as ours is at pre- 
ſent, merely as zrials of its ſtrength and reſolution to 
bear what it has boldneſs enough to demand, may 
have deſigned to uſe himſelf and his aſſociates as in- 
ſtruments in his hands, external obſtacles, which may 
prove whether the nation has permanent efficience 
within itſelf ſufficient to entitle it to the rank of a 


Free- people. That on this account ſolely, from the 


pureſt concern for the intereſts of humanity, which 
muſt be materially injured by our inability to main- 
tain, with any credit to ourſelves, the great object of 
our defires, and with filent and fecret wiſhes, that by 
a heroiſm becoming GO os fuch a prize, we 
approve ourſelves to our king 
TT © rs; be a> the res to. ah, 
as a prime miniſter always acts, _— 
time, that your admiration of bis abilities, will not 
lead you fo far as to make you forget the uſe of your own. 
I think, my cou , that the attainment of 
national freedom ought always to be made in a pro- 


| greſſeve manner, in order to train a people as it were 
to manhood : but I think, at the fame time, that this 
_ progreſſion ought to move on with a velocity 


accele- 
rated in ion as the nation approaches the ob- 
ject which attracts it. The youngeſt among you will 
eaſily remember the different ſteps in this progreſs, 
ſrom laying the firſt ſtone at Dun 

meeting — 

you is too apt to forget the indiſſoluble connexion be- 


tween thoſe ſteps and the mutual ſupport which they 
give to each other—I might dwell with pleaſure on 

the regular and beautiful gradation of perſevering 
virtue, which has of late raiſed this country to a name 
among nations; but I wiſh rather to appeal to your 
memory, for it is too ſoon, I hope, to commence 
132 
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and to our God 


gannon, until the 
the laſt Convention: but the oldeſt among 
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your hiſtorian: Let the man who is fatigued in the 
aſcent, laat back and pretend to admire the proſpet— 
I wiſh only that you may recollect how every part of 
this bufineſs has been, as it were, cemented 4 what 
went before, and to what came after. I wiſh to 
caution you from reſting the weight and magnitude 
of this mighty matter upon any SINGLE occurrence, 
but that taking the whole under one comprehenſive 
view, you may be leſs diſappointed in the failure of 
any one part, and reſt with perfe& confidence, that if 
you do not defert you will foon behold the 
of the work. 


ed by repetition and wesen of form and charatier, 
the ſame eagerneſs ſhould ſpread from breaſt to breaſt, 
to make that aſſembly, which is about to meet, an 

proof that the 


The convention in 1783 
with no deſign of relinquiſhing, for a moment, the ; 
name of citizen, but from a deſire of adding conſtitu- - .» 
tional energy to that ſacred title, by uniting the cha- 4 
rafters of citizen and ſoldier, cementing them toge- 
ther in one common and conſiſtent appellation. When 
theſe guardians of domeſtic peace, theſe protectors of 
your liberties and lives, were opprobriouſly uſed, they 
obſerved a majeſtic and expreſſive ſilence, a filence 
that ſpoke feelingly to the hearts of the people, and 
faid, © We armed in our defence; we placed this na- 
© tion in a guarded quiet, dreadful to its foes. We 
© have been the life-g of the conſtitution, and 
% richly have we been paid by your—applauſe. Let 
*« us diſſolve; we appeal to the people of Ireland to 
ns Juktify our Characters, vindicate our caule, and 

— &© reſtore 


( 28 ) 
* reſtore our name.” —You then, my countrymen, 
are now called upon for your verdict in this momen- 


that all which has been done was rebellion, that every 


aſſaſſin, and the fon may call his father a traitor. 
The whole nation muſt in this caſe be acknowledged 
a neſt of private and public iniquity.—Speak, then, 
if you do not chuſe to have the reputation and fair 
fame of your friends and kindred deftroyed before 
your eyes. Speak, if you do not wiſh to be employ. 


ſtring.—Yes! I ſpeak warmly, becauſe I am deeply 
intereſted. I glory in being enthuſiaſtic. I pity the 
man who can diſculs ſuch a queſtion as a problem in 
mathematics, and when he triumphs in his argument 
walks off convinced and contented. This nation will 
never obtain its object, till it joins the ardour of love 


call upon my countrymen, by every ſerious and ſo- 
lem adqhuration, to rivet in their memories all that 

has been done already in the purſuit of a parliamen- 
tary reform, and to connect cloſely to, and flrongly 
with, the prefent moment. 


hangs upon another. Each "ho and is ſupported. 
The te- tene is juſt ready to be put in—withour it, 
all muſt give way. Th: abandonment of the preſent 
CIVIL CONVENTION, is the abandonment of reform. 

Iwill ſuppoſe—what may heaven avert—thar the 
buſineſs of reform is ſuſpended for a time.—What 
follows ?—The whole work muſt be begun anew. 
Every man who has ſtretched himſcif by the fire fide, 
mult be again called forth and goaded into action. 
County meetings muſt be ſummoned—committees 
appointed—provincial aſſemblies convened, and after 
a length of time, there is a poſſibility that the na- 
tion may recover the ſame vantage nd which it 
poſſeſſes at this moment. | lay, a pelſibility, for the pro- 
bability is, that the preſent opportunity loft, will 


never 


tous cauſe. Your src is a contrite conſeſſion 


Volunteer is an outlaw, and every county-meeting a 
conventicle. The father may then call his fon an 


ed as mutes to ſtrangle your children with a bow- 


to the compoſure of political philoſophy. I therefore 


The Arch of Liberty is nearly finiſhed ; one ſtone 


m;ꝛ—y—k—— — — DD ow —— —Le . T — 


; 


| 


why they, who came in fo late, went out fo earl 


tude ; but while ſatire lifts up her ſharp and ſhining 


= - / 


never be regained; and that a month or two may 
ruin what a life-time will not be able to reſtore. The 
reaſon is, that we act at preſent with the collected 
power of every Dungannon meeting, of every other 


provincial aſſembly, of the late convention, of 


0,000 Volunteers, of the wiſeſt and beſt men in both 
ingdoms, all condenfed into the NOW ; 
which mult therefore inveit the delegates of 


appointment with a potency formed from the combi- 


nation of all theſe preceding authorities with its own. 


the different means employed for accompliſhing a 


reform, that we can overlook any blunders which 


have been make in the work. I conſider the aggre- 


. gate meeting of Dublin as a coarſe ſtone in the arch 


which juts out a little from the reſt, but which, not- 
withſtanding, filled up a when a better was 
not to be had, and prevented that interruption and 


ſuſpenſion in the undertaking, which might have been 


attended with the moſt dangerous conſequences. 


Why was there ſuch a vacancy ?——Aſk yourſelves | 


Why did the dregs of democracy rife to the furface ? 


— Aſk thoſe rich, reſpeCtable, honourable gentlemen, 


y 
and did not finiſh the work which they did nur begin ? 
It is not the a e meeting who are to be 


blamed for voluntarily expoſing them ſelves between you 


and the enemy, at a time when you did not think 
proper to act yourſelves; but it was your own re- 
proach, that you did not come forward to fill that 


ſtation which they occupied with ſo much more zeal 
than ability. It is really curious to fee how much 


petty political ſcandal has been caſt upon thoſe poor 
men, by a ſet of people employed in the character of 


goſſips, to whiſper away reputations, and blaſt with 


their baleful breath the moſt innocent and inoffen- 


five characters: 1 could, at this inſtant, ſet fome of 
theſe peſtilential parts of human ſociety in the pillory 


of the preſs, to furniſh ſport for the grinning multi- 


weapon, 


It is only by viewing the origin and progreſſion of 
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weapon, ſhe diſdains the proſtrate foe, and draws it 
back again 


obliged, as we are, to uſe various means, ſome more 
digntfied than others, in the promotion of our great 
national good. It is not the name which ought to 
alarm us, but the ſubject - matter which ought to ani- 
mate and excite us. 1 muſt allow that the letters 
C. O. N. G. R. E. S. S. are magic letters of themſelves fuf- 
ficient to raiſe an apparition before the eyes of a 
guilty miniſter, —an apparition that will ow to draw 
his curtàins in the dead of night and rouſe him from 
his pillow : but ſurely, ſurcly, there cannot be a more 


modelt aſſemblage of letters than thofe which com- 


the word Convention. The aggregate of Dub- 
lin were indeed ill able, for a moment, to ſuſtain the 
weight of this important buſineſs. Your cauſe, 
countrymen, loſes nothing by the acknowledgment; 
but if you do not treat their fucceſſors with adequate 
reſpect, you bave lot vouR ALL. 
NOW fummon you into convention? Not the ag- 
gregate ſurely! Tou are called upon by the choice of 
Jour countrymen !—relations !—and friends! You are 
adjured by a regard to your own confiftency ; by all the 
hopes you entertain of the future profperity of your 
country; by your anceltors and by your poſterity; 
dy the characters of liberty, and by the genius of the 


___ conſtitution ! 


| They adjure you in the name of the beſt and 

wiſeſt characters in both kingdoms; in the name of 
thoſe illuſtrious citizens of the world, who throughout 
Europe are ſending up to heaven the devout Aſpira- 
tions of the heart for yeur ſucceſs; by the blood 
which has been laviſhed through the annals of your 
hiſtory in the affertion of liberty ; ; by the ſoul of the 
immortal Locke; and the ſpirit of REToau, which 
dictated the terms of the revolution; by that glorious 
INNOVATION On the cuitomary rules of ſucceſſions, 
which placed the crowns of three Kingdoms on the 
head of a German elector, —they adjure you to move 
on with indifloluble tir mneis, irreſiſtible * 

roic 


It is not the perſons who propoſe, but the thing 
propoſed that ought to claim the attention of a people 


For who is it that 
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vanced 


the 


the heart, until at length tuch perſons begin to think 


expanſive paſſions 
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heroic ardour, to the final accompliſhment of your 
purpoſe, by concentering and . the 
will of a whole people into one great aſſembly. 

To you, young men, I muit addreſs myſelf with - 
warmth and with em The ſpirit of reform, 
like the ſpirit of youth, muſt be active, ardent, pra- 
greſſive, impaſſioned, enterpriſing, enthuſiaſtic. Ad- 
age is of a heavy, inactive, procraſtinating 
difpoſition, which always acts on the defenſive, and 
wiſhes, like the veteran Fabius, to conquer BY 


DELAY. Such a diſpoſition might ſerve to main- 


tain liberty, but will never acquire it. The genius 
of reform muſt be attended with a certain gallantry 


of ſoul which puſhes FORWARD in the field of vir- 


tuous glory. It is this gallantry of ſoul, like the 


white plume on the helmet of Henry the fourth of 
France, always ſeen in motion among the thickeſt of 
hich will inſpire thoſe who follow with 
coakdrace, and thoſe who oppoſe you with deſpair. 
As years advance, men are apt to acquire a habit of 


__ accommodation to external circumſtances, however 
humiliati 


ng : the noble powers of nature decay 


for 
want of uſe : the beggarly paſſions uſurp and engroſs 


it a matter of neceſſity that they ſhould ſhift merely 
for themſelves, and leave their country to become the 
foot-ball of fortune. The love of country and man- 
kind warms and dilates the youthful breaſt. Thoſe 
gradually contract their limits dur- 
ing the progreſs of life. They ſbrink into the 

ſquabbling of a petty party ; and at length all that 
poor iſm can do, is to iſſue out in the even- 
ing twilight, bluſter a while at a club or a coffee- 


| houſe, and then ſneak again into the contracted circle 
of ſelf. YOU are not yet benumbed with the trembling 


caution and commercial ſelfiſhneſs of the aged. This 
corrupted part of the globe has not yet contaminated 
the native honeſty of your hearts. Your unadulterat- 
ed ſpirit has all the 4 of and genuine 
growth, and taſtes 8 the flavour of the foil. Dear 


and gallant ſouls ! I wiſh to name you, man by man! 
i I koow 
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your parent country ſtanding, like a Spartan mother, 
-at your fide, hiding the tear that trembles in her eyey 


fore your eyes like the ſhades of your anceſtors, and 


F- | 
* 
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will never abandon our country. 


and indignantly pointing to the ruins of a conſtitution 
which her virtuous ſons alone can reſtore to its origi- 
nal grandeur. Let your PAST ACTIONS rife be- 


115 
3g 


J * * 
" 
| 

T 
: ” ' | 
4 

3 = 

2 F 


7 a ; 


an 9 


: 


? 


Cy 
., a 
a © 0. , 


- 
2 
: 


9 
2 


i 


+ : 
3 F „ 
* * N k 
1 . 
* 4 . 


7 


An IRISH HELOT. * 


* gu 

: . 
U 
— 
, 
» * 
— 
- 
0 = 
* * 
* 


